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CONTEMPT
The Devil is in the Details

1

1

Contempt in General

Definition

u Contempt is an act in disrespect of the 
court or its processes, or that obstructs 
the administration of justice, or tends to 
bring the court into disrepute. 

u Singleton v. Commonwealth, 52 Va. App. 
665 (2008).

Inherent power

u The power to punish for contempt is 
inherent in, and as ancient as, courts 
themselves.  It is essential to the 
proper administration of the law, to 
enable courts to enforce their orders, 
judgments and decrees, and to 
preserve the confidence and respect of 
the people without which the rights of 
the people cannot be maintained and 
enforced.  

u Carter v. Commonwealth, 2 Va. App. 
392 (1986).
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Direct v. Indirect

3

3

Describes the location where the behavior 
that is alleged to be contemptuous occurred

Direct Contempt

u Contempt that occurs in 
the presence of the 
Judge. 

u The Judge is his/her 
own best witness of 
what occurred. 
(Scialdone, US. V. 
Marshall)

Indirect contempt

u Contempt that takes 
place outside the 
presence of the Court.

u One or more essential 
elements of the 
contempt are not 
directly observed.

4
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Summary v. Plenary

5

5

Describes the legal process required 
before finding the behavior contemptuous

Summary Contempt

u When a judge determines 
contempt without process.

u Is ONLY allowed when the 
contempt is DIRECT.

u Is limited to 18.2-456 grounds

Plenary Contempt

u When a judge 
determines contempt 
after notice, right to 
counsel, evidence 
presented.

u Can be used for any 
type of contempt

6
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Criminal v. Civil

7
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Describes the nature of  the relief  sought 
after finding contemptuous behavior

Criminal Contempt

u Purpose is punitive

u The outcome is designed to 
preserve and vindicate the 
power and dignity of the 
court.

Civil Contempt

u Purpose is curative (or 
remedial)

u The outcome is designed to 
enforce the orders of the 
court and make the injured 
party whole.

8
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Criminal Contempt Specifics

u Prosecuted by the Commonwealth Attorney (generally – see 
slide 16 for exceptions)

u Elements:
(1) Existence of a Court Order, or Allegation of Misconduct towards 
the Court. The Court order must be in definite terms as to the 
duties imposed or the command expressed. (Micheals v. CW, 32 Va. 
App. 601 (2000)). 
(2) Act(s) by defendant that violate a court order OR are 
contemptuous. 
(3) The act(s) were Intentional or Willful.

u Buden Of Proof:  Beyond a Reasonable Doubt
9

9

Criminal Contempt Specifics, Cont’d

u Sanctions for Summary Contempt:
u Maximum fine: $250

u Maximum jail time: 10 days

u Sanctions for Contempt after Plenary Proceeding:

u Some statutes specify limits. Where no limits are specified:

u Up to $500 fine and/or up to 6 months in jail is considered 
“petty” contempt and no right to a jury trial attaches.

u OVER $500 fine and/or OVER 6 months in jail is considered more 
“serious” contempt and entitles a defendant to a jury trial.

10
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Civil Contempt Specifics

u Prosecuted by the Complainant (or their counsel)
u Elements:

(1) Existence of Court Order. “The order must be in definite terms as to 
the duties…imposed…and the command must be expressed rather than 
implied.” (Winn).
(2) Respondent’s Actual Knowledge of Order. (Kidd v. Virginia Safe 
Deposit & Trust, 113 Va. 612 (1912)).
(3) Respondent’s Violation of Order. Willfulness is not an element.  
The absence of specific intent to violate an order does not relieve 
the respondent of the consequences of civil contempt. (Leisge). 
However, voluntary action is required (Street).

u Burden Of Proof: Clear and Convincing Evidence

11

11

Civil Contempt Specifics, Cont’d

u Sanctions for Civil Contempt of Affirmative Duties:
u Coercive:

u Jail sentence of any period (up to 12 mo) can be imposed so long as 
respondent can do something to end the jail sentence.

u The contemnor must be given an opportunity to purge the contempt: 
“he carries the keys of his prison in his own pocket.” In re Nevitt, 117. 
F. 448, 461 (8th Cir. 1902).

u NOTE: Suspension of a fine is considered a criminal penalty, so is not 
permitted in civil contempt cases (International Union).

u Compensatory: 
u Sanctions to compensate a complainant for losses sustained due to 

respondent’s contemptuous behavior (and proven by complainant).
u The Court may impose sanctions to compensate the aggrieved party 

(Rainey), even if the Court does not specifically find contempt 
(Sullivan). 12
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Civil Contempt Specifics, Cont’d

u Sanctions for Civil Contempt for Prohibited Actions:
u Coercive:

u Jail sentence of any period is NOT authorized.

u Compensatory: 
u Sanctions only allowed to compensate a complainant for losses 

sustained due to respondent’s contemptuous behavior (and 
proven by complainant).

u The Court may impose sanctions to compensate the aggrieved 
party (Rainey), even if the Court does not specifically find 
contempt (Sullivan).

u NOTE: Suspension of a fine is considered a criminal penalty, so is 
not permitted in civil contempt cases (International Union).

13

13

uThe same act or omission may constitute both 
civil and criminal contempt. Powell v. Ward, 
15 Va. App. 553 (1993).

uThe court should clarify at the outset of the 
hearing whether the proceedings are criminal 
or civil.  Failure to do so could be reversable 
error on appeal.

14

14



9/22/25

8

Relevant OES Forms for Plenary Contempt Proceedings

Criminal Forms
u DC-635 Motion for Show 

Cause Summons or Capias

u DC-360 Show Cause 
Summons

Civil Forms

u DC-635 Motion for 
Show Cause Summons 
or Capias

u DC-481X Show Cause 
Summons

15

*See attached Forms and Form Worksheet

15

Who “Prosecutes” The Contempt Charge?

Criminal Contempt

u Direct Criminal Contempt is 
prosecuted by the judge, in a 
summary proceeding.

u Indirect Criminal Contempt is 
prosecuted by:

u The Commonwealth Attorney

OR

u The complainant, or counsel hired 
by the complainant, if the 
Commonwealth Attorney is not 
involved and the Court consents. 
(Cantrell)

Civil Contempt

u Civil Contempt is prosecuted by 
the complainant.

u Attorneys can be retained by 
complainants to handle the 
“prosecution.”

16
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Can an attorney represent a client to 
prosecute a criminal contempt AND a civil 
matter?

u NO
u Cantrell v. Commonwealth

u It is a conflict of interest for a “private prosecutor” to 
have a civil interest in the case where they are bound to 
impartially apply criminal law.

u Rule of Professional Responsibility 3.4:
 A lawyer shall not:

 (i) Present or threaten to present criminal or disciplinary       
charges solely to obtain an advantage in a civil matter.

17

17

Defenses

u Inability to pay. Street v. Street, 24 Va.App. 14 (1997).

u Indefinite terms. Winn v. Winn, 218 Va. 8 (1977).
o However: Oral order might suffice. Aratoon v. Roberts, 2015 

Va App LEXIS 23 (Jan. 27, 2015)(Unpublished).

u Third parties. Powell v. Ward, 15 Va. App 553 (1992), 
Glanz v. Mendelson, 34 Va. App 141 (2000).

u Void Order. Leisge v. Leisge, 224 Va. 303 (1982).

u Res Judicata. Lee v. Spooden, 290 Va. 235 (2015). 

9/22/25 18
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Attorney Fees

u Can be ordered in JDR pursuant to statute. Virginia Code Section 16.1-278.19.

u Can be ordered even if the underlying order does not expressly address/allow 
attorney fees to be awarded in the event of a violation. (Carswell v. 
Masterson, 224 Va. 329 (1982).

u Can be ordered even when there is no specific finding of contempt. (Albert v. 
Albert, 38 Va. App.284 (2002) and Sullivan v. Sullivan, 33 Va. App. 743 (2000).

u When a PSA has been incorporated into a divorce decree, the Court's authority 
to award attorney fees is limited to the terms within the PSA. Virginia Code 
Section 20-109(C); see also Rutledge v. Rutledge, 45 Va. App. 56 (2005).

o However: Court may decline to award attorney fees when both parties 
default. Lyon v. Lyon, Record No. 0304-21-2 (Dec. 7, 2021).

9/22/25 19

19

Appeals
Criminal Contempt

u Any person convicted of criminal 
contempt by a District Court has 
the right to appeal the decision to 
Circuit Court, then to COA.

Civil Contempt

u Any person convicted of civil 
contempt by a District Court has the 
right to appeal the decision to Circuit 
Court, then to COA.

u When a person is found not guilty, or 
the charge is dismissed with 
prejudice, the parties do NOT have 
the right to appeal. Jenkins v. Mehra, 
281 Va. 37, (2011).

20
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Examples: 

The Most Common Scenarios

21

21

Failure to pay child support

Which is it?

u Direct or Indirect

u Summary or Plenary

u Criminal or 

Civil – affirmative duty 

or

Civil – prohibited action

What relief is available?

22

u Civil relief:

� Jail with purge amount for release

o Reimbursement of costs

o Attorney fees

o Review date

u Criminal relief (16.1-292(B), 20-61):

o Jail <12mo.

o Fine <$500

o Or both

22
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Failure to pay medical expenses

Which is it?

u Direct or Indirect
u Summary or Plenary
u Criminal or 
Civil – affirmative duty
or
Civil – prohibited action

What relief is available?

23

u Civil relief:

o Jail with purge amount for release

o Reimbursement of costs

o Attorney fees

o Review date

u Criminal relief (18.2-49.1):
o 1st offense: Fine <$500

o 2nd w/in 12 mo.: Jail <6mo./Fine <$1000/both

o 3rd w/in 24 mo.: Jail <12mo./Fine <$2500/both

23

Failure to give notice of new address

Which is it?

u Direct or Indirect
u Summary or Plenary
u Criminal or 
Civil – affirmative duty
or
Civil – prohibited action

What relief is available?

24

u Civil relief:

o Give new address

o Reimbursement of costs

o Attorney fees

o Review date

u Criminal relief (18.2-49.1):
o 1st offense: Fine <$500

o 2nd w/in 12 mo.: Jail <6mo./Fine <$1000/both

o 3rd w/in 24 mo.: Jail <12mo./Fine <$2500/both

24
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Failure to comply with custody/visitation 
order: derogatory comments

Which is it?

u Direct or Indirect
u Summary or Plenary
u Criminal or 
Civil – affirmative duty
or
Civil – prohibited action

What relief is available?

25

u Civil relief:

o Reimbursement of costs

o Attorney fees

o Review date

u Criminal relief (18.2-49.1):

o 1st offense: Fine <$500

o 2nd w/in 12 mo.: Jail <6mo./Fine <$1000/both

o 3rd w/in 24 mo.: Jail <12mo./Fine <$2500/both

25

Failure to comply with custody/visitation 
order: withholding the child from a visit

Which is it?

u Direct or Indirect
u Summary or Plenary
u Criminal or 
Civil – affirmative duty
or
Civil – prohibited action

What relief is available?
u Civil relief:

o Jail until child is returned

o Make-up time

o Reimbursement of costs

o Attorney fees

o Review date

u Criminal relief (18.2-49.1):
o 1st offense: Fine <$500

o 2nd w/in 12 mo.: Jail <6mo./Fine <$1000/both

o 3rd w/in 24 mo.: Jail <12mo./Fine <$2500/both
26

26
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Behavior in Court: Disruptive 
(interrupting, distracting, disobeying)

Which is it?

u Direct or Indirect

u Summary or Plenary

u Criminal or Civil

What relief is available?

u Va. Code 18.2-456 (A)(1)

� 10 days in jail

� $250 fine

27

27

Behavior in Court: Disrespectful 
(cursing, derogatory statements)

Which is it?

u Direct or Indirect

u Summary or Plenary

u Criminal or Civil

What relief is available?

u Va. Code 18.2-456 (A)(3)

o 10 days in jail

o $250 fine

28
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Examples: 

Cases Involving Contempt

29

29

The Case of the Document Debacle
u In the midst of a criminal trial involving a Yahoo internet chat room, Attorney 

Specter offered an exhibit to the Judge that was purported to be the Yahoo rules 
for use of the chat room.  The copy included a copyright date of 2006, but the 
crime was alleged to have occurred in 2005. The judge rejected the exhibit on 
that basis – only the 2005 rules were applicable in this case.

u A short time later, Attorney Specter submitted another exhibit purported to be 
the Yahoo rules from 2005.  The Court noted that this exhibit looked exactly like 
the prior exhibit except without the copyright date.  When the court asked about 
it’s authenticity, Attorney Specter said his client’s father had printed it out not 
long after his son’s arrest in 2005.

u The Judge was not convinced. She paused the proceedings, called in Attorney 
Specter’s secretary, Donna, his law partner, Attorney Pearson, and his intern 
Mike.  She asked each of them questions under oath, sent them back to the office 
to obtain additional evidence for her to review, and then asked more questions.  
She held Attorney Specter and Attorney Pearson in summary contempt and 
sentenced them to jail time.

30
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What kind of contempt?

u Direct or Indirect?
u Summary or Plenary?
u Criminal or Civil?

31

31

What kind of Contempt?

u Indirect
uPlenary
uCriminal

32

Direct contempt occurs when the contemptible conduct is committed in the 
presence of the court, when all of the essential elements of the offense are 
personally observed by the judge.

NOTE: Circumstances will undoubtedly arise when a trial court observes the 
essential elements of the contemptible conduct, but nonetheless needs to 
ask questions to clarify some detail.

~ Scialdone v. Commonwealth, 279 Va. 422 (2010)

32



9/22/25

17

The Case of the Sore Loser

u The day following the trial of a criminal matter, Attorney Gambini had his 
client deliver a letter to the Judge during a recess.

u The letter referred to the Judge as “Your Honor” throughout.

u The letter requested that the Judge agree to recuse himself, stating in 
part: 

u “I had believed that Your Honor was big enough and broad enough to 
overcome the personal prejudice against the defendant, but I was mistaken.”

u "I do not want to have to take the steps necessary to enforce the foregoing 
request, the need for which, in my mind, as a lawyer, and an honest man, is 
apparent.”

u “My hopes in this respect having been rudely shattered, I am now appealing 
purely to Your Honor's dignity as a Judge and sense of fairness as a man to do 
as in this letter requested, and please indicate to me at the earliest moment 
Your Honor’s pleasure with respect to the matters herein presented, so that 
further steps may be avoided.”

33

33

The Case of the Sore Loser, cont’d

u Eleven days after receiving the letter, the Court issued a show 
cause summons and both Attorney Gambini and defendant 
were brought before the Court.  

u During the “hearing” the judge repeatedly stated that the 
defendants needed to state any defense they had at that 
time, as he was not going to postpone the matter because the 
facts were within the personal knowledge of the court.

u The judge held them both in summary contempt.

34
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What kind of contempt?

u Direct or Indirect?
u Summary or Plenary?
u Criminal or Civil?

35

35

What kind of contempt?

u Indirect

u Plenary
u Criminal

36

The US Supreme Court said: “Due process of law…in the prosecution of 
contempt, except of that committed in open court, requires that the 
accused should be advised of the charges and have a reasonable 
opportunity to meet them by way of defense or explanation.  We think 
this includes the assistance of counsel, if requested, and the right to call 
witnesses to give testimony...”

~ Cooke v. U.S., 267 U.S. 517 (1925)

36
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The Case of the Late Lawyer

u Attorney Galloway works for a small firm that 
maintains some control over her calendar, booking 
her at multiple courts in one day, which often 
results in her appearing late for hearings. 

u Despite her constant & sincere apologies, a Judge 
holds her in contempt one day because she did 
not appear by the time the matter was called.

37

37

What kind of contempt?

u Direct or Indirect?
u Summary or Plenary?
u Criminal or Civil?

38
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What contempt could 
Galloway be found guilty of?

ü Direct OR indirect
ü Summary OR plenary

ü Criminal OR civil

39

“The fact that appellant contacted a fellow officer to inform the court that he 
would be late, as well as the fact that he was late by only nine minutes, mitigate 
the gravity of the offense but do not alter the fundamental problem: appellant was 
late without a valid excuse after repeated warnings to appear on time.”

~ Abdo v. Commonwealth, 64 Va. App. 486 (2015)

39

Failures to Appear – 
Multiple Options

u Virginia Code Section 19.2-128:
o (B) Any person (I) charged with a 

felony offense or (ii) convicted 
of a felony offense and 
execution of sentence is 
suspended...who willfully fails 
to appear before any court as 
required shall be guilty of a 
Class 6 Felony.

o (C) Any person (I) charged with a 
misdemeanor offense or (ii) 
convicted of a misdemeanor 
offense and execution of 
sentence is suspended...who 
willfully fails to appear before 
any court as required shall be 
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

The Court may have two different 
remedies when a defendant fails to 
appear before the Court.  Instead 
of issuing a Show Cause alleging 
contempt under 18.2-456, the 
defendant may be charged under 
Va. Code Section 19.2-128 if the 
FTA is in relation to a misdemeanor 
or felony charge.

Per Va. Code Section 19.2-129, the 
Court can only choose one of these 
remedies – not both.

40
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The Case of the Sneaky Parent

u Lennie is the father of two children who were the subject 
of a custody dispute.  The Courthouse where the custody 
trial is taking place has a posted order that no cell phones 
are allowed inside the courthouse unless authorized.  

u During the trial, the courtroom deputy notices Lennie has a 
cell phone on his lap.  The deputy confiscates the phone. 
Lennie says the phone is his father’s, who is out in the 
waiting area.  The deputy sees that the phone is recording.

u At the conclusion of the trial, the deputy alerts the judge of 
the situation. 

u Lennie’s attorney, Jack McCoy, denies any knowledge of his 
client having the phone.

41

41

The Case of the Sneaky Parent

u What type of contempt by Lennie: 
u Direct or Indirect?

u Summary or Plenary?

u Criminal or civil?

u What about Lennie’s father?

u What if Lennie’s father was authorized to have the phone because 
he was a government employee?

u What about attorney McCoy?

42
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The Case of the Sneaky Parent

u What type of contempt by Lennie: 
u Indirect (not all of the behavior occurred inside the courtroom)

u Plenary (evidence needed to be collected to determine facts)

u Criminal (under 18.2-456)

u What about Lennie’s father?

u Indirect, Plenary, Criminal

u What about attorney McCoy?

u If had knowledge...Indirect or Direct (if determined in courtroom)

43
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Motion 
DC-635 

Line #

Summons 
(CRIM)        

DC-360  
Line #

Summons 
(CIVIL)          

DC-481X   
Line #

Statute Description of Charge/Claim Remedies Available

1 A N/A
19.2-306 Violation of term of suspended sentence

Revoke suspension & impose sentence; revoke 
suspension & resuspend (note: see statute for 
time limits on remedies)

2 B N/A
19.2-135 Felony Charge: Violation of condition of recognizance 

(bail)
Remand to jail/JDC  *only applies to adults or 
juveniles accused of felony *see also 19.2-143

2 B N/A 19.2-123 Violation of conditions of release Revocation of recognizance; Contempt Finding

N/A C N/A
18.2-456 Failure to Appear (when Summons is issued at the 

Court's direction)
Jail up to 10 days OR $250 fine UNLESS a jury is 
convened and imposes otherwise

3 F N/A

18.2-456

(1) Misbehavior in court; (2) Violence/threat; (3) 
Insulting language; (4) Misbehavior of an officer of the 
court; (5) Disobeying lawful process/order; (6) Willful 
FTA

Jail up to 10 days OR $250 fine UNLESS a jury is 
convened and imposes otherwise

3 F 16.1-69.24 Summary Contempt per 18.2-456 Jail up to 10 days OR $250 fine
4 D N 18.2-456 Failure to pay ordered fine, cost, restitution, penalty 
4 D N 16.1-69.24 Failure to pay ordered fine, cost, restitution, penalty 
4 D N 19.2-358 Failure to pay ordered fine, cost, forfeiture or penalty Jail up to 60 days OR $500 fine

4 D N/A
19.2-305.2 Failure to pay ordered restitution per 19.2-305.1 Jail up to 60 days (per 19.2-358) OR up to 12 

months/$2500 fine

5 E O

16.1-292(A)(i) Failure of "respondent"  to comply with a child or 
spousal support order. 

Crim: Jail up to 12 mo or $2500 fine.                      
Civil: Jail up to 12 mo, with specified purge 
amount to avoid the jail.                                                        
*for employer, other sanctions per 20-79.3

6 F P

16.1-292(A)(i) Failure to comply with a child custody or visitation 
order

Crim:  Jail up to12 months or $2500 fine.                     
Civil (affirm duty): Jail up to 12 mo or fine, with 
specified purge amount to avoid the jail/fine.  Civil 
(prohib action):  Finding of contempt, remedial 
measures. 

7 I N/A
19.2-303.3 Failure to comply with local probation

Revoke all or part of suspended sentence;               
Impose additional terms and conditions;               
Enter an adjudication of guilt.

8 J N/A
19.2-304 Motion to modify probation period or conditions Modification of probation period and conditions 

of probation, after reasonable notice

9 K N/A
4.1-305 Violation of deferred finding conditions (alcohol 

related offense) Adjudication of guilt

9 K N/A
4.1-1120 Violation of deferred finding conditions (marijuana 

related offense) Adjudication of guilt

9 K N/A
18.2-57.3 Violation of deferred finding conditions (1st offense 

A&B Fam) Adjudication of guilt

9 K N/A
18.2-251 Violation of deferred finding conditions (1st offense 

Controlled Sub) Adjudication of guilt

9 K N/A

19.2-303.2

Offender under supervision (1) exhibits intractable 
behavior; (2) refuses to compel with Court ordered 
conditions; (3) refuses to comply with supervision 
requirements; (4) commits a new offense.

Revoke all or part of suspended sentence;               
Impose additional terms and conditions;               
Enter an adjudication of guilt.

9 K N/A
19.2-303.6 Violation of deferred finding conditions (autism/intell 

disability) Adjudication of guilt

9 K N/A
19.2-298.02 Violation of deferred finding conditions (deferred by 

agrmt of all) Finding of guilt for orig or alt charge

10 L N/A 19.2-132 When initial bond no longer sufficient Revoke bail, require new or additional surety

10 F, L N/A
16.1-278 Failure to comply with Court Order by 

officer/employee/agency Jail up to 12 months OR $2500 Fine

10? G, H N/A
18.2-271.1 Failure to pay VASAP fee; ineligibility or violation of 

condition Revocation of the privilege afforded by statute

10? N/A Q 8.01-508 Failure to answer interrogatories (in judgement case) *GDC Only
10? N/A M 8.01-519 Failure to appear or answer personally *GDC Only
10? N/A R? 8.01-564 Failure to appear re: debt *GDC Only

N/A R? 8.01-565 Failure to fully disclose debt *GDC Only

Page # 001



MOTION FOR SHOW CAUSE SUMMONS OR CAPIAS Case No .......................................................................................... . 
COMMONWEAL TH OF VIRGINIA 

HEARING DA TE AND TIME 

................................................................................. Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court 

This motion is filed in connection with Case No .................................................................................................................................................................................................. . 

v. / In re 
Party Making this Request: Party to be Served: 

............................................................. NAME ........................................................... . ............................................................ NAME················•· ....... . 

ADDRESS/LOCATION 
. ......................•.......•...•..•......•... ADDRESS/LOCATION.......... •• • ••••••••••••.••••••• 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 

The undersigned respectfully represents to the Court that the 
respondent should, 
[ ] pursuant to Va. Code§ 19.2-306, have his or her suspended sentence 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 

RACE SEX 

SSN 

that was previously suspended on ......................................................... for conviction 
DATE 

COMPLETE DATA BELOW IF KNOWN 
BORN HT. WGT. EYES HAIR 

MO. DAY YR. FT. IN. • 

of ............................................................................................................................................................................ revoked because ................................................................ . 

and be sentenced in accordance with Va. Code§§ 19.2-306 and 19.2-306.1. 

[ ] have his or her recognizance revoked or modified because of the following violation of conditions ofrelease: ...................................................................... . 

[ ] be imprisoned, fined or otherwise punished or dealt with according to law 
[ ] pursuant to Va. Code§§ 18.2-456/16.1-69.24 for failure to obey an order of[ ] this Court [ ] ......................................................................................... . 

dated ............................................ ordering ................................................................................................................................................................................................ . 

such act of the respondent being described as .......................................................................................................................................... on ................................... . 
DATE 

[ ] pursuant to Va. Code [ ] §§ 18.2-456/16.1-69.24 [ ] § 19.2-358 [ ] § 19.2-305.2 (restitution only), for failure to pay fines, costs, 

forfeitures, restitution and/or penalties or an installment thereof; payment due: $ ........................................................................ on ................................... . 
DATE 

[ ] pursuant to Va. Code§ 16.1-278.16 for failure to provide support as ordered on 

............................................................................................. $ ............................................................ per ................................................................................................... . 
DATE 

with$ ............................................................. arrearage as of ....................................................................... . 
DATE 

[ ] pursuant to Va. Code § 16. l-292(A)(i) for failure to obey a child custody or visitation order of [ ] this Court [ ] ...................................................... . 

dated ................................................ ordering ............................................................................................................................................................................................ , 

such an act of the respondent being described as ............................................................................................................................................................................... . 

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................. on ...................................................... . 
DATE 

[ ] pursuant to § 19.2-303.3, have his or her local community-based probation revoked or modified because ............................................................................... . 

[ ] pursuant to § 19.2-304, have his or her probation period or conditions modified as follows: ......................................................................................................... . 

because .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

[ ] pursuant to [ ] § 4.1-305 [ ] § 4.1-1120 [ ] § 18.2-57.3 [ ] § 18.2-251 [ ] § 19.2-303.2 [ ] § 19.2-303.6 [ ] § 19.2-298.02, have his or her 

deferral of proceedings revoked and be subjected to the proceedings as provided by law because ............................................................................................... . 

[ ] (Other- Explain) .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. . 

Therefore, the undersigned requests the issuance of process to the respondent to answer the above motion. 

DATE TITLE SIGNATURE 
FORM DC-635 REVISED 07/21 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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SHOW CAUSE SUMMONS (CRIMINAL) VA. CODE§§ 19.2-306; 19.2-123, -132, -135; 16.1-6924; 18.2-456, 

Commonwealth of Virginia §§ 19 2-358; 19.2-305.2; 16.1-278; 18.2-271.1; 19.2-303.3; 19.2-304 

[ ] General District Court 
• ............................................................................................................................ [.xl Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court 

CilY OR COUNTY 

STREET ADDRESS OF COURT TELEPHONE NUMBER 

TO ANY AUTHORIZED OFFICER: 
You are hereby commanded to summon forthwith the Respondent to appear before this Court on 

............................................................................................. to show cause, if any, why Respondent should not, pursuant to 
DA TE AND TIME 

Va. Code§ ........................................................................................................ . 

[ ] have his/her suspended sentence of ................................................... and/or suspended fine of .......................................... . 

that was previously suspended on .................................... for the conviction of ...................................................................... . 

............................................................................................................................................................................................ revoked because 

and be sentenced in accordance with Va. Code §§ 19.2-306 and 19.2-306.1. 

[ ] have his/her recognizance revoked or modified because of the following violation of conditions ofrelease 

[ ] be imprisoned, fined or otherwise punished for: 
[ ] failure to appear in this Court on ............................................................................... . 

DATE AND TIME 

[ ] failure to pay fines, costs, forfeiture, restitution and/or penalty or an installment thereof: 
payment due: $ ..................................................................... on ..................................................................... . 

[ ] failure to provide support as ordered on ............................................................................................................... . 

$ ....................................................................................... per ................................................................................................................. . 
with $ ..................................................................... arrearage as of ................................................................................................ . 

[ ] failure to obey an order of [ ] this court [ ] .......................................................................................................................... . 
dated ........................................... ordering ......................................................................................................................................... . 

[ ] have his/her driving privilege revoked for fuilure to timely pay the V ASAP fee 
[ ] have his/her V ASAP participation revoked because .................................................................................................................. . 

[ ] have his or her community-based probation revoked or modified because 

[ ] have his or her probationary [ ] period [ ] conditions modified because 

[ ] have his or her deferral of proceedings revoked and be subjected to the proceedings as provided by law 
because ............................................................................................................................................................................................................. . 

[ ] (Other-

WARNING: Failure to appear may result in your being fined or jailed. 

DATE [ ]CLERK [ ] MAGISTRATE [ ]JUDGE 
FORM DC-360 (MASTER, PAGE ONE OF TWO) 07/21 

CASE NO. 

SUMMON THIS RESPONDENT: 

LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MIDDLE NAME 

ADDRESS 

COMPLETE DATA BELOW IF KNOWN 
RACE SEX BORN HT. WGT. EYES HAIR 

MO. I DAY I YR FT. I m. 

ISSN 

I 

SHOW CAUSE SUMMONS (CRIMINAL) 

In connection with the case of 
[ ] Commonwealth of Virginia 

[ ] ·····•·•·••····•·····••••·••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

v.nn re 

UNDERLYING CASE NO ....................................................... . 

UNDERLYING CHARGE(S) .................................................. . 

EXECUTED by delivering a true copy of this 
summons to the Respondent in person this day: 

DA TE AND TIME 

_____________ ,, SERVING OFFICER 

BADGE NO., AGENCY AND JURISDICTION 

for ________________ _ 
SHERIFF 

OFFENSE TRACKING NUMBER: 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE ONLY 
Virginia Crime Code: 

HEARING DATE 
AND TIME 
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SHOW CAUSE SUMMONS (CIVIL) VA.CODE§§8.0I-508,8.0I-519,8.0l-564, 
Commonwealth of Virginia 8.01-565, 16.1-69.24, 16.1-278.16, 19.2-358 

[ ] General District Court 

.......................................................................................... [X] Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court 
CITY OR COUNTY 

...................... ~:' ................................................................................................................................................................................ .. 
STREET ADDRESS OF COURT 

TO ANY AUTHORIZED OFFICER: 

You are hereby commanded to summon forthwith the Respondent to appear before this Court on 

........................................................................ to show cause, if any, why Respondent should not, pursuant to 
DA TE AND TIME 

Virginia Code § ....................................................... . 

[ ] have judgment in the amount of$ ........................................................ or other such amount as may be 
proved entered against the Respondent Garnishee 

[ ] be imprisoned until the Respondent complies with the Court's order or be fined for: 

[ ] failure to pay fines, costs, forfeiture, restitution and/or penalty or an installment thereof: 

payment due: $ ......................................................... on .......................................................................................... . 

[ ] failure to provide support as ordered on ............................................................................................................ . 
DATE 

$ ........................................................... per .................................................................................................................... . 

CASE NO. 

SUMMON THIS RESPONDENT: 

LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MIDDLE NAME 

COMPLETE DATA BELOW IF KNOWN 

RACE SEX BORN HT. WGT. EYES HAIR 

MO. DAY YR. FT. IN. 

SHOW CAUSE SUMMONS 

(CIVIL) 

In connection with the case of 

[ ] Commonwealth of Virginia 

I 

with$ ................................................................... arrearages as of.......................................................................... [ ] ........................................................................... : ...................... . 

[ ] failure to obey an order of [ ] . this court [ ] ................................................................................................ . 

dated .......................................... ordering ................................................................................................................... . 

[ ] failure to appear on ...................................................................................... to answer interrogatories 
DATE 

[ ] (Other-Explain) 

WARNING: Failure to appear may result in your being fined or jailed. 

DATE ISSUED [ ] CLERK [ ] MAGISTRATE [ ] ruDGE 

FORMDC-481X FRONT 10/13 

v./In re 

UNDERLYING CASE NO ....................................................... . 

NOTICE TO RESPONDENT: If this Show Cause 
Summons is issued based upon your alleged failure to 
provide support as ordered, your ability to pay the 
ordered support will be a critical issue in this 
proceeding. You will have an opportunity at the 
hearing to respond to statements and questions about 
your financial status. 

HEARING DATE 
AND TIME 

M
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